
 

ST. MARK’S PRAYER AND WORSHIP COMMISSION 

June 8, 2016 Minutes 

 

1. ATTENDANCE: 

Present:      Absent: 

Rosemary Arnone     Anthony Ford 

Rita Bryant     Ken Fuenfhausen - Staff 

Michael Genet     Sherry Garcia 

Gene Foster     Mary Gerber  

Mark Kliethermes     Keith Johnson 

Kirk Opdahl - Parish Council   Stuart Miller 

Vaughn Landers      

Ted Sikora – Parish Council   Guests:    

Greg Wieberg – Staff    Elvin Barchers     

Marge Worley     Kathy Sperry 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm by Chair Gene Foster and prayer was led 

by Kirk. 

 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the April 13, 2016 meeting were approved as presented. There was 

no meeting in May. 

 

3. MINISTRY REPRESENTATIVES 

• Rosary Prayer Group – Kathy Sperry is the leader of the Rosary Prayer Group 

that meets on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm in the Chapel.  The prayer group 

has been meeting since 2011 and there is a core group of about 5 women 

that consistently attend.  Recently, a few Spanish speaking women have 

begun attending and on those occasions, both songs and prayers are bi-

lingual. 

• Flute Circle – Elvin Barchers is the leader of the Spirit Talkers flute circle.  This 

is a spiritual group that performs using the Native American flute. The group 

has grown from 4 to over 26 members and is now the second largest group in 

the country. The Spirit Talkers conduct performances around the area.  Elvin 

has been making flutes for about 11 years and has given about 1,500 flutes 

to people in the US and in other countries.  The group meets and plays on 

Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm in Room 5. 

 

4. MEMBER BIO 

This month’s bio was given by Vaughn Landers.  A lifelong resident of Independence, 

Vaughn joined St. Mark’s in 2010 and married here in 2011.  He formerly worked for 

Hallmark and has recently joined Edward D. Jones.  His hobbies include being an avid 

fan of the Chiefs and the Royals and hiking.  He also serves on the Administrative 

Services Commission.  The next bio will be from Kirk. 



 

 

5. PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL REPORT – Kirk/Ted 

• The Council discussed the annual budget.  Contributions went up 4% over the 

previous year.  Of the total budget, 56% goes to personnel, 11% to buildings 

and grounds, and 33% to the ministries.  St. Mark’s will be responsible for a 

total of $620,000 for the new high school which will be paid at $10,000 per 

month. 

• Parishioners may say good-bye to Fr. Taranto after all the Masses on the 

weekend of June 25-26.  People may also write notes to Fr. Jim and leave 

them in the office or give to Greg. 

• Four new members are joining the Council. 

 

6. FROM THE STAFF- Greg  

• Greg was not at the Staff meeting so he had nothing to report. 

 

7. OFFICER ELECTIONS 

The current officers were re-elected for another term as follows: Chairperson – 

Gene Foster, Vice Chairperson – Stuart Miller, and Secretary – Rita Bryant. 

 

8. OPEN FORUM – NEW AND OLD BUSINESS 

• Gene mentioned that approximately 70 people attended the Mass for the 

Innocents. The Mass was beautiful and many people had positive comments 

after Mass.  Hopefully, this will become an annual tradition. 

• St. Mark’s choir performed at the Memorial Day Mass at Mt. Olivet 

cemetery.  Greg said that Bishop Johnston personally came to him afterward 

and complimented the choir. 

• The Hispanic ministry has requested new hymnals.  Cost would be about 

$1,000.  Cost would be about $6,000 for English hymnals. 

• We will ask Nancy Beaty to come to our next meeting to discuss the men’s 

and women’s prayer groups. 

 

9. CLOSING 

With no other business to come before the commission, the meeting was concluded 

at 9:10 pm with prayers for the intentions of members of the commission, and 

prayer was led by Kirk. 

 

Next Meeting: August 10, 2016 

Prayer:  Vaughn 

Refreshments:  Greg and Rosemary 

  

 

Respectfully Submitted by Rita Bryant, Secretary 

Approved by:  Prayer and Worship Commission on August 10, 2016 


